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PUBLIC OFFICES (DUBLIN) BILL. 


[Tuesday, 12 th May 1903.]— Public Offices (Dublin) Bill.— Read a second time, and 
committed to a Select Committee of Five Members, Three to be nominated by the House, and 
Two by the Committee of Selection. 

Ordered, — That all Petitions against the Bill presented Five clear days before the meeting of 
the Committee be referred to the Committee; that the Petitioners praying to be heard by 
themselves, their Counsel, or Agents be heard against the Bill, and Counsel heard in support of the 
Bill. 


Ordered.— That the Committee have power to send for persons, papers, and records. 
Ordered , — That Three be the Quorum. — (Mr. Arthur Elliot.) 

Committee nominated of: 

Mr. Arthur Elliot, ] 

Mr. Boland, '.-Nominated by the House (Wednesday, 17th June). 

Mr. Charles Allen, J 

Mr Charles Shaw ) Added by the Committee of Selection (Thursday, 18th June). 
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REPORT. 


THE SELECT COMMITTEE to whom the Public Offices (Dublin) Bill was 

referred : Have considered the said Bill, and taken Evidence thereon, which 

they have agreed to Report to the House; and have gone through the 
Bill, and agreed to report the same without Amendment. 

1 July 1903. 


236. 122 a. 
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PROCEEDINGS OE THE COMMITTEE. 

Thursday , '2oth Tune 1903. 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Mr. Arthur Elliot. I Mr. Finch. 

Mr. Boland. I 

Mr. Arthur Elliot was called to the Chair. 

[Adjourned till Wednesday, 1st July, at Half-past Eleven o’clock. 


Wednesday , 1st July 1903. 


MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Mr. Arthur Elliot in the Chair. 

Mr. Finch. , Mr. Charles Shaw. 

Mr. Boland. | Mr. Charles Allen. 

Mr. E. L. Cameron appeared as Agent, and was heard in support of the Preamble. 

Mr. G. C. V. Holmes , Chairman of the Board of Public Works in Dublin, was sworn, and 
examined. 

Sir Thomas Drew was sworn, and examined. 

Mr. Hugh Lane was sworn, and examined. 

Question, — That the Preamble is proved, — put, and agreed to. 

Clauses 1 — 10 agreed to. 

Ordered , — To Report the Bill, without Amendment, to the House, together with the Minutes of 
Evidence. 


EXPENSES OF WITNESSES. 


NAME 
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From 
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Days Absent 
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| Home, under 
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Committee. 
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from j 
Home. 

Expenses 
of i 

Journey to: 

London i 
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and back. | 

TOTAL 

Expenses 

allowed 
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Witness. 




| 

£. s. d. 

£. s. d. 

£. t. d. 

Sir Thomas Drew - 

Architect, President 

i Royal Hibernian 

j Society. 

i Dublin - 

Three 

9 9 - 

5 4 - 

14 13 - 
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LIST OF WITNESSES. 

Wednesday , 1st July 1908. 
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Sir Thomas Drew, f.r.i.b.a. - - ... 3 
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M I 


N U T E S OF 


EVIDENCE. 


Wednesday, 1st July 1903. 


MEMBERS PRESENT : 


Mr. Charles Allen. 
Mr. Boland. 

Mr. Arthur Elliot. 


Mr. Finch. 

Mr. Charles Shaw. 


The Hon. ARTHUR ELLIOT in the Chair. 


^_Mr. H. L. Cameron appeared as Agent for the 
Mr. Cameron.'] I am here in charge of this 


Bill, Sir, and I propose to call Mt. Holmes, the 
Chairman of the Commissioners of Public Works 
in Ireland, to explain the Bill and its objects to 
you shortly. 


Mr. George C. V. Holmes, sworn ; Examined by 


Mr. Cameron. 

1. You are Chairman of the Commissioners of 
I’uulif Works in Ireland? — Yes. 

2. The houses and lands to be acquired under 
this Bill will be vested in the Commissioners in 
trust for the Crown ? — Yes. 

3. Your Board has also charge of the duty of 
building the Royal College of Science and Public 
Offices on the site to be acquired? — Yes. 

4. Of what does the Royal College of Science 
consist ? — It consists mainly of three Faculties, 
applied chemistry, agriculture, and engineering. 

5. Where are they now accommodated? — In 
premises at St. Stephen’s Green West. 

6. What sort of accommodation is there there ? 
■ — It is very inadequate. 

T. Insufficient altogether? — Altogether insuf- 
ficient. 

8. You know the site now proposed to be ac- 
quired ? — I do. 

9. Will you take this plan in your hand (hand- 
ing the plan to the witness), and tell the Com- 
mittee where .this site lies? — It lies between 
Upper Merrion Street and Kildare Place. 

10. I think it is a good site for the purpose, is 
it not? — Yes ; I think it is the best site in Dub- 
lin. 

11. Will you explain why you think it is a good 
site? — It is a perfectly isolated site; it is sur- 
rounded on three sides by roads, and on the other 
side by Government property ; it is in the very 
best part of Dublin ; it is sufficiently deep to allow 
the College of Science to be built at a consider- 


Mr. Cameron — continued, 
able distance from any roadway, which will 
enable it to be protected from vibration. Vibra- 
tion is very injurious in a College of Science ; 
it interferes with the delicate adjustment of in- 
struments. 

12. What is the depth of the ground between 
Merrion Street and Kildare Street ?— It is about 
650 feet. 

13. Will you point out where the College will 
be erected. The College will be the part hatched 
in red, at the hack of the quadrangular portion, 
of the site, between Upper Merrion Street and 
Kildare Place. Here are the other two roads to 
which I refer ( pointing out the same). This is all 
Government property (•pointing to the map). 
Everything that is marked yellow and blue is 
now Government property. 

14. As regards the Department of Agricul- 
ture and Technical Instruction in Ireland, where 
are they at present accommodated? — 'They are 
at present located in the part marked blue on the 
map. They have four houses there, and a portion 
of one of these houses in Kildare Place. 

15. They have a large staff, I believe? — Yes ; 
it is at present between 130 and 140, and is con- 
stantly increasing. 

16. Since the Local Government (Ireland) Act 
of 1898 was passed, has the erection and acquisi- 
tion of further buildings for Public Offices in 
Dublin become necessary? — It has become very 
necessary. There are at present four Public De- 
partments located in the Custom House, viz., the 

Customs 
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[Continued. 


Mr. Cameron — continued. 

Customs Department itself, tlie Inland Revenue 
Department, the Local Government Board, and 
the Board of Public Works. The staff of the 
Local Government Board has increased very 
largely since the passing of the Local Govern- 
ment (Ireland ) Act. They are very inconveniently 
crowded in the offices ; the health of the staff 
suffers very considerably, and we have lately 
been obliged to erect a temporary iron building 
in one of the rather dark courts of the Custom 
House, in order to accommodate some of the 
staff. 

17. The new buildings that will be erected on 
the site will be sufficient to accommodate that ? 
— Yes, they will be sufficient to accommodate 
one Department from the Custom House, which 
will allow a number of offices to be used by the 
remaining Departments there : they will expand 
into the empty space, and have ample accommoda- 
tion. 

IS. Can you speak as to the allocation of the 
superficial extents of the floor space of the several 
Departments? — Yes: there are about 140,000 
square feet of net floor space available in the 
proposed site, according to the projected plan : 
that is the floor space available after deducting 
courtyards, walls, passages, and staircases. 

Chairman. 

19. Does that include this projecting part to 
the north {pointing to the plan), the Kildare Place 
part ? — Ho ; it excludes that. Out of that 146,000 
square feet of net floor space, 70,000 feet will be 
reserved for the Royal College of Science ; the 
Department of Agricultural and Technical In- 
struction will require for their staff 30,000 square 
feet : the Board of Works, which will be the De- 
partment to move out from the Custom House, will 
require 27,500 feet; the Land Commission will 
require 6,000 feet ; and then there is a margin 
left over of 12,500 feet, which is very necessary, 
because the plans ultimately adopted may require 
a little more space. 

Mr. Cameron. 

20. It is proposed, I believe, to arrange the 
buildings round a square ? — Yes. 

21. Whether the existing buildings in Mer- 
rion Street are utilised temporarily as one side 
of the square, or ultimately replaced by new 
buildings, completing the square, the total avail- 
able net area, namely, 146,000 feet, will be about 
the same? — Yes. 

22. That will be sufficient to meet any ordi- 
nary increase that might take place in the staffs 
of the various Departments? — Yes. 

23. As to the Kildare Place premises, you think 
it will be necessary to purchase them ? — Yes, I 
think it will be absolutely necessary to purchase 
them. Those houses are the only portion of the 
whole of this area which is not now Government 
property, and they will ultimately be wanted for 
Government purposes. One of them is already in 
the occupation of the Government. A portion of 
the staff of the Board of Agriculture is located in 
it, and also the staff of the Charitable Bequests 
Commission. 

Mr. Cameron .] I think those are all the ques- 
tions I need ask Mr. Holmes. If there is any 
further information the Committee desire, Mr. 
Holmes will be glad to give it to them. 


Chairman. 

24. (To the TFifnaw.) This superficial area 
which you have given us includes all the area 
of these built houses facing Merrion Street? — 
Yes. 

25. As to these houses, you have told us already 
that the houses towards Leinster Lawn are 
already in the occupation of Government Depart- 
ments? — -Yes. 

26. The first five houses? — The first four 
houses. 

27. Beyond that, along Merrion Street, in this 
direction ( pointing to the plan), these houses have, 
some of them, been acquired by the Government, 
have they not? — The freehold of them, the 
ground landlord’s interest, in three of them has 
been 

28. They are at present let to tenants, are they ? 
— Two are in the occupation of tenants. One has 
been for a great number of years in the occupa- 
tion of the Government as the Stationery Office 
in Dublin. 

29. Yow, as to the allocation between the dif- 
ferent Departments, I think the Bill proposes, 
does it not, to allow the Commissioners a certain 
latitude in allocating the space as between one 
Department and another ? — Clause 8 of the Bill 
provides for that. % 

30. Do you suppose that you will under this 
scheme be able to allocate as much space as the 
different departments would like to have ? — Yes. 

Mr. Boland. 

31. With regard to this whole district it is, 
as you know, so far practically reserved for art 
institutions ; I mean, there is the Science and Art 
Museum, there is the Y ational Gallery and, in 
fact, all the art institutions in Dublin so far are 
grouped in this particular district, are they not? 
— The public art institutions. 

32. Supposing the Government Offices you have 
mentioned are put as you suggest now, will there 
be any room for building a very necessary coral- 
lary to the existing art buildings — that is to say, 
a Gallery of Modern Art? — Yot on that site. 

33. It would not be possible on that site? — 
Yo. 

34. I think you said it was suggested to bring 
the Board of Works from the Custom House down 
to this site? — Yes. 

35. Would it not have been possible to have 
acquired land at a cheaper rate nearer the Custom 
House, and to have housed the Board of Works 
there instead of their coming to this very im- 
portant centre of Dublin? — I am not aware of 
any site that could be so acquired. I made 
ample inquiries the year before last, and could 
find nothing in the least degree convenient. I 
may say also the cost was rather in excess of what 
it would cost to house them down here. 

36. The cost, in other words, of acquiring a 
site near the Custom House would be greater 
than that of acquiring land in this particular dis- 
trict? — The cost of the particular sites which I 
investigated ; they were the sites that were then 
vacant. They were situated at a distance of about 
half a mile to three-quarters of a mile from the 
Custom House. I have not seen any sites in the 
imm ediate neighbourhood of the Custom House. 
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Mr. Boland — continued. 

The streets at tlie back, I think, are hardly suit- 
able for a public o-tiice ; it is rather a low quarter. 
The houses iu the immediate neighbourhood of 
the Custom House are used for commercial pur- 
poses. 

37. I gather from your answer that the 
tendency rather is to transfer Government build- 
ings from where they exist- now on the north 
side of the river, over to this central position in 
Dublin; that you are desirous now to transfer 
the Board of W orks, and possibly, if land can be 
acquired afterwards in the immediate neighbour- 
hood, you may be led to transfer other Govern- 
ment offices to this district? — I do not know of 
any other public office that requires moving. I 
think there is ample accommodation left in the 
Custom House for the remaining public offices 
there. 

38. You do not think it will be necessary to 
acquire any other land in this district for other 
public offices? — I do not think so, unless other 
public departments are created ; of course, of that 
I know nothing. 

39. I notice in this plan there is a certain part 
marked “reserved for Museum extension”; it 
is not proposed to acquire that now, that belongs 
already to the Government, does it not? — Yes, 
the Museum has already extended on to that part. 

40. Would it, in your opinion, he advisable 
that an important site like this, immediately ad- 
joining the existing Art buildings, should be so 
allocated that it is not. possible to erect a Gallery 
of Modern Art or to provide accommodation for 
the Art Institution in Dublin for teaching Art — 
the Royal Hibernian Academy ? I ask is it ad- 
visable to. shut out the possibility of this im- 
portant Art building being anywhere near the 
others ? — On this site, I think so. 

41. Can you suggest any way by which by a 
modification of your plan here it would be pos- 
sible to allow of such a building being; erected 
there in future? — No, I have carefully studied 
that question, and I cannot provide for an Art 
Institution in addition to- providing for the Col- 
lege of Science and the public departments I 
have referred to. 

42. The frontage on Upper Merrion Street, 
which is an important thoroughfare, being near 
this Merrion Square and these other Galleries, 
supposing the Board of Works were given tem- 
porary occupation of these premises, and at a 
future time you were able to acquire quite close 
by this very fine site adjoining on Merrion Place, 
and so comprising this whole area [-pointing to 


Mr. Boland — continued. 

the plan) ; would it be possible for you to transfer 
the Board of Works to that district ( pointing to 
the plan), and to enable an Art Gallery to be built 
where the Board of Works is proposed to be 
accommodated now? — It would he physically 
possible to transfer the Board of Works to the 
other area, but I do not think an Art Gallery 
would combine well with the public offices which 
are already in possession of this part ( pointing to 
'the plan). 

43. Would it be necessary to 1 move the public 
offices there and also the Department of Agricul- 
ture ? — Yes. 

44. Supposing the four houses occupied by the 
Department of Agriculture were moved, would it 
not be possible to build a very fine Gallery which 
would complete the series of fine buildings 
originated by Leinster House and the Museum 
facing Merrion Square ? — I do not think it would 
work at all well, architecturally, into this scheme. 

Chairman. 

45. We should require a very much larger 
amount of money for that, I suppose, than is pro- 
posed in this Bill? — Yes, certainly. 

Mr. Boland. 

4G. I wanted to find' out, supposing in future 
it were found advisable to move part of the Board 
of Works, whether part of this site could be 
allocated to an Art Gallery — I am talking of the 
architectural possibility. I understand the De- 
partment of Agriculture, according to the pro- 
posal in the Bill, will remain where- it is ; no 
change will be made in those houses, but they will 
remain as they are? — For the present, certainly. 

47. Would it not he an improvement if those 
houses were removed in the future and an Art 
Gallery were built there ; would! not that im- 
prove the appearance? — You mean- instead of 
keeping those old houses? 

48. Yes ; would not that improve the appear- 
ance ; would not that he an improvement ? — It 
certainly would he an architectural improvement 
to Dublin. 

Chairman. 

(To Mr. Cameron.) Have you any further 
evidence? 

Mr. Cameron.] I have no further witness. 

(Chairman.) We can recall Mr. Holmes if it 
he necessary after hearing Sir Thomas Drew. 


Sir Thomas Drew, f.r.i.b.a., sworn; 


Mr. Boland. 

40. You are President of the Royal Hibernian 
Academy of Arts of Dublin? — Yes. 

50. Having lived in Dublin for a great many 
Years, and being acquainted with all its -public 
buildings, and being President of the Royal 
Hibernian Academy of Arts, you are in a particu- 
larly good position to say how this -site should be 
allocated if the future of Art in Ireland is to get 

0.14, 


and Examined. 

Mr. Boland — continued, 
any encouragement ? — In my opinion, it is a most 
important point for the future development of 
Art in Dublin. I have an intimate knowledge of 
Dublin, extending over 40 years, and I am ac- 
quainted generally with all its public institutions 
and departments. 

51. Will you state generally what you consider 
should he done with this proposed site, not neces- 
B sarily 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 


4 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE 


1 July 1903.] 


Sir T. Drew, f.r.i.ls.a. 


[Conti lined 


Mr. Boland — continued, 
sarily to exclude the College of Science — for, as 
regards the College of Science, I should imagine 
we are all agreed — but as to whether it would 
not he possible to put on this site, by some re- 
arrangement, a Gallery for Modern Art. and also 
a Royal Hibernian Academy? — I should say I 
was not thoroughly acquainted, until I heard Mr. 
Holmes' evidence, with the exact scope of the 
buildings which are proposed to be erected here. 
I had heard only rumours of what it was likely 
to be. I am prepared to state what the modest 
wants of any Art institution would be on any part 
of this proposed site or its vicinitv. I have pre- 
pared a short statement here, which perhaps I 
might be allowed to give. 


Chairman. 

52. Is your statement with regard to your view 
as to wliat could be done for the Hibernian 
Academy on this sitp ? — My statement is to the 
effect that it is exceedingly important, in the in- 
terests of modern and contemporary Art in Ire- 
land, that in this neighbourhood, with these 
linked institutions, there should be some future 
possibility of there being buildings for modern 
and contemporary Art. 

53. We are quite willing to hear any state- 
ment from you. Of course, it can hardly be very 
relevant to our Inquiry unless it deals with the 
possibility of helping the Royal Hibernian 
Academy out of the plot proposed to be taken by 
this Bill, but we should be very glad to hear what 
your views are ? — My statement is relevant in this 
way : In the opinion of many people in Dublin, 
this site is less suitable for such Government De- 
partments as the Board of Works, than it would 
he for an Art institution having regard to the 
other Art institutions in the immediate neigh- 
bourhood. 

54. The Committee will be glad to hear your 
statement ? — I have already, in a shortened way, 
covered to some extent the ground dealt with in 
my statement. I know this site very well, and I 
have been watching for 50 years the ever-shifting 
centre of city life, and the vicissitudes of rise 
and fall in value in properties incident to the 
change. The valuable part of the town is now 
situated to the north-west of it, and is gradually 
moving up in this direction, and this property 
is becoming exceedingly valuable. This area 
which is now being acquired touches almost the 
busy part of the city at one end. I do not know 
whether the Committee are quite aware what the 
institutions are which are already grouped on 
this site. I may, perhaps, pass over them shortly, 
and simply state that they are eight in number 
altogether, all connected with Art, Science, and 
Literature. In consequence of the Government 
having acquired this large area, which is the site 
of the old Leinster House, Dublin has acquired 
the unexampled boon of a centralised disposition 
of all its greatest Institutions of Art, Science, 
and Literature, in touch and communication with 
each other. When the grand scheme for com- 
bining all these was originally framed, in about 
1876, it was conceived that it combined, as a 
matter of course, with these other buildings 
buildings for modern and contemporary Art, as 
an essential part of the completeness of such a 


Ch air, nan — continued. 

scheme. That was represented then and now onlv 
by the lloyal Hibernian Academy of Art, which 
was privately founded, and which had a modest 
endowment- and a Royal Charter. Dublin had 
then, and has now, no Dermaueut Gallery to re- 
present modern and contemporary Alt. as have 
other important cities in England and Scotland. 

55. Do you mean that you have no permanent 
Gallery for modern Art ? — There is none in any 
part of Dublin. 

50. But you have the National Gallery ? — That 
is for ancient and deceased masters. The provi- 
sion for modern and contemporary Art, in mv 
memory, was looked upon as an essential feature 
in the grouping of these ‘institutions 25 years 
ago. By misadventure or adverse influence, the 
carrying out of that scheme was deferred sine 
dir, and in the end it was allowed to drop. It has 
been an incalculable loss to the extension of the 
influence of Art education in Ireland that for a 
whole quarter of a century there has been a delay 
in making liberal provision for the study of living 
and contemporary Art, that it lias been almost 
discouraged, and that it lias been left to the Royal 
Hibernian Academy, with a meagre private en- 
dowment, decaying buildings, and in remote and 
inconvenient location and isolation, to make the 
only provision there has been during these 25 
years for modern and contemporary Art. That 
provision consists in annual exhibitions of three 
months of modern and contemporary pictures; 
that is the only provision that is open to the 
citizens of Dublin for making themselves ac- 
quainted with modern and contemporary Art. 
I might add that I have no desire to express au 
opinion adverse to the acquisition of this site by 
the Government in any way ; I think it is a great 
advantage to Dublin. The Government have an 
unprecedented chance of acquiring a great area 
of most valuable property, under the most favour- 
able circumstances. 

57. When you say you have no permanent ex- 
hibition for contemporary Art in Dublin, what 
sort of exhibition is there in London which would 
answer to what you mean ? — There is, for exam- 
ple, a very fine collection at South Kensington, 
and also at the Tate Gallery. 

58. That collection is mostly made up of the 
work of past artists, is it not? — It is what you 
would call distinctly modern Art. 

59. Yes, but does not the National Gallery 
in Dublin include also modern Art in that 
sense ? — N o, I do not think so ; it represents 
rather what the National Gallery in London 
represents — I mean by modern Art work by 
living or modern artists. With regard to this 
site I think I can say, in the opinion of most 
experienced persons, it is a most admirable pur- 
chase for the Government to make, and I think 
the Treasury and Irish Office of Works will find 
in future years they have acquired a most valua- 
ble property of increasing value under most 
favourable circumstances. But there, is au ap- 
prehension in Dublin that in the immediate 
pressure for Public Offices accommodation the 
site now acquired may be unduly allocated for 
Public Departments which would be inconve- 
niently situated there for the public and other 
departments elsewhere w#li which they havte 
relations, and which are not connected with the 

centraliseci 
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Chairman — continued. 

centralised institutions of Science and Art, which, 
are again linked with the Department of Agri- 
culture. It is apprehended that in such imme- 
diate appropriation of the ground the wants of 
extension and development of the linked Art 
institutions may he in the future frustrated. 
Among those wants there is of paramount im- 
portance the establishment of a permanent Gal- 
lery of living and contemporary and generally 
modern Art, as enjoyed by other cities, and that 
annual Exhibitions of it administered by the 
Royal Hibernian Academy (as by the Roya,l 
Scottish Academy in Scotland) should be in 
touch and sympathy with such a modem Gal- 


Cha innan — continued. 

levy, and that the Academy should be stimulated 
by better provision fox its locality and prenii.-. 
to take its co-ordinate place duly to the advan- 
tage of the lush public. It is, therefore, the 
desire of many persons in Dublin that this Com- 
mittee should in the consideration of this 13 
not lose sight of the allocation of sites now or 
further to be recommended for the proper de- 
velopment of Art institutions. That is my 
view. 

60. We are veiy much obliged to you for your 
evidence; have you anything to add? — I think 
not. 


Air. Hugh P. Lane, sworn ; and Examined. 


Mr. Boland. 

61. You are an Art-critic, and you have had 
experience of Dublin with regard to its want 
of Art facilities, and I believe last year you had 
an opportunity of seeing how, if proper facilities 
were given in Dublin, Art culture would receive 
a tremeindous impetus, especially if a proper 
position were given for a large Art Gallery for 
Modern Art? — Yes. 

62. Would you briefly tell the Committee 
what happened last year, when, with the present 
inadequate buildings of the Royal Hiberniajn 
Academy, an Exhibition was started, which I 
believe had a marvellous result in bringing 
people to see the collection of pictures ; was not 
that so? — Yes. At first when I originated the 
idea it was said pretty generally that the Irish 
people were too ignorant on the subject of Art, 
and would not care to see the pictures ; that 
they possibly would come once, but certainly not 
a second time, and that if one Exhibition was 
given it would certainly be the only Exhibition 
that would ever attract people. Well, one did 
not give way to that fear, but one got up an 
Exhibition, and the result was that not only did 
the people come in thousands — in fact, in the 
six weeks about 20,000 people visited the Exhi- 
bition, which, in view of our small population, 
is, I think, rather good — but one noticed that 
many of these people came not once only, but 
oyer and over again, and each time studied the 
pictures very carefully; and one was. asked by 
almost every visitor to the Gallery whether the 
Exhibition would be continued, and great hopes 
were given ; and, indeed, many promises of sub- 
scription (which is the practical test) towards the 
expenses for another year. I guaranteed the 
expenses the first year, and we are still in cor- 
respondence with many people as to the future 
expenses. The Royal Hibernian Academy have 
unanimously agreed that these Exhibitions 
should be followed up. Any Exhibitions that 
we have had in Dublin hitherto have been on a 
very small scale. We had one Exhibition of 
Modern Art about five years ago. It was, as I 
say, on a small scale ; and, therefore,' the ex- 
penses were small, but it was not only an enor- 
mous success artistically, but they had a balance 
at the end of about 70/. or 80/. 

63. This Exhibition took place in the Royal 
Hibernian Academy, which is in a bad quarter 

0.14. 


Mr. Boland — continued. 

of Dublin, is it not? — I think it is the worst 
quarter for the subject of Art, for this reason : 
One begins by interesting the more educated 
people, and there seems to be a general agree- 
ment that the more educated people avoid that 
part of the town. 

64. It is your opinion, therefore, that if a 
Gallery were built in this particular district 
near the other Art buildings, there would be an 
enormous increase of interest in the Exhibition, 
and it would be a great attraction not only to 
the people of Dublin, but also to visitors? — 
Enormously so, and I think the Royal Hibernian 
Academy would not be in dire need of funds, 
because they would probably pay their own ex- 
penses then from the increased admissions if 
there were Spring and, possibly, Winter Exhi- 
bitions. The difficulty which now exists of 
getting people to come out of their way which 
involves taking cabs or cars, and delay would 
be avoided by having it in the very centre of the 
city. 

65. With regard to this particular site, is it 
your opinion that it would ever be possible to 
have a modern Art Gallery in Dublin which 
would be really successful, unless it were placed 
on this site near the other Art buildings? — I 
think it would enormously go against Art build- 
ings if they were not in some central position. 
I think that principle is proved by this: that 
even in London, with its much greater interest 
in Art at the present moment, and with its 
greater facilities for travelling and moving 
about, the Tate Gallery is not nearly as well 
visited as it should be. Although a great num- 
ber of people go there, people frequently tell 
me in London they have never been to the Tate 
Gallery because it is so out of the way; they 
find it difficult to get to it from Bayswater, or 
wherever they may be, whereas the Rational 
Gallery they visit as a matter of course when 

‘ they are out shopping. 

66. Is it your opinion that if the Art Gallery 
and the Royal Hibernian Academy were placed 
on this site, it would be known to the public ; 
and, therefore, well visited and well kept up? 
— I have no doubt of that whatever. 

67/ 1 understand from the statement which you 
have sent to the Committee you have received 
large promises of support, not only in the way of 

C pictures, 
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Mr. Boland — continued. 

pictures, but also promises o£ monetary support 
it‘ a site is granted by the Government on this 
particular spot? — -Yes. 

Chairman. 

03. You referred to a statement which you sent 
to the Committee. It was sent to me to give me 
a notion of what your evidence would be, and I 
have seen it, but I do not think other members of 
the Committee have seen it. If it- is to be re- 
ferred to at all perhaps it had better he read ; it 
is not very long? — I will read part of it. The 
names of people who have actually promised me 
pictures so far number amongst them some of 
the very greatest modern artists. They are 
mostly Irishmen. I may mention Mr. Whistler, 
Mr. -John Lavery, Sir James Guthrie (President 
of the Royal Scottish Academy), John Shannon, 
lt.A., Frank Millet, Alexandre Roche, H. S. 
T like, A.R.A., Nathaniel Hone, R.H.A. (his life- 
work will be practically represented, because, 
being a wealthy man, he has always kept his 
pictures in his own hands, and he has promised 
12 canvases for the Gallery), "William Orpen, 
Edmund J. Sullivan, and Joseph Pennell. Those 
artists have all actually promised examples 
of their work. Many others have promised on 
condition of getting this site. I am to ap- 
proach them again, but they do not wish their 
names used until we have got further, say- 
ing: “ Get your site first, and then come to us 
again.'' Therefore I do not mention their 
names at present. But those people have pro- 
mised on condition of the Gallery coming into 
existence. They are very strongly of opinion 
that, it should he in a. very central situation, more 
or less detached ; it should be an important build- 
ing in the centre of the city, so that all classes 
could not get there conveniently. I may also 
state that the following collectors have given a 
conditional promise of pictures of value : — Mr. 
George Donaldson, Mr. Alfred de Pass, Lord 
Drogheda, Lord Ronald S. Gower, and Mr. 
Edward Denny. I would also point out that 
all the countries that have prospered as centres 
of Art have been those that have had the best 
Galleries. The oldest Gallery in the world is 
the Louvre. A great many of the pictures there 
by old masters were purchased from the artists 
direct. Paris is the greatest centre of Art be- 
cause the best encouragement is given there to 
its production. Pictures are purchased for 
many institutions there, like the Luxembourg. 
The next most prosperous school, I should say, 
was the Dutch School, with such men as Maris, 
Israels, Mauve, and the like. Therefore I say 
that the countries that have made the best pro- 
vision for purchasing the best works of contem- 
porary artists, and for exhibiting the best con- 
temporary work, are the countries that have 
prospered and brought to themselves enormous 
artistic prestige. Even the smallest Dutch 
town has its Picture Gallery. 

Mr. Boland. 

69. With regard to this particular site, you 
have heard from Mr. Holmes that various spaces 
have been suggested to be set aside ; for instance, 


Mr. Boland — continued, 
it was suggested that the Board of Works should 
have 27,500 feet set aside for it in Upper Merrion 
Street? — Yes. 

70. Supposing the Board of Works occupied 
that site temporarily, and then at the end of, say, 
a year it was found possible, not only by means 
of the promises of pictures, but promises of 
monetary support, to build a really commanding 
Art Gallery here, do you think that 27,500 feet, 
or a slightly -less area, would be sufficient to 
house not only a contemporary Art Gallery, but 
also the Royal Hibernian Academy? — I should 
think so. 

71. You are of opinion that unless the Art Gal- 
lery is placed upon part of this site in Dublin, or 
unless the Government propose to acquire some 
land immediately adjoining for it, it will not 
be possible for Art culture in Ireland to progress 
as it ought to? — I do not think it will, because 
we have carefully gone over the ground, and to 
be on one side of a square is not a sufficiently pro- 
minent position. We want a building in a 
more or less open space. People know exactly 
where the Museum is, and they would naturally 
look for the Art Gallery there. The present 
position of the Academy has always been given 
as a reason why it has not been more visited 
even by the residents of Dublin. They say: 
"We knew there was an Academy somewhere, 
but we did not know where it was.” Manv of 
those who came to the Winter Exhibition said 
that they had never before visited the Academy. 
Therefore it is very necessary to have it in a 
prominent position among the other Art 
buildings. 

Mr. Finch. 

72. Where do you propose that the Modern 
Art Gallery should be erected? — I should say 
either facing Kildare Place or facing Upper 
Merrion Street. It should he in a very prominent 
place ; it would not do to have it in the centre of 
the ground where it would be approached by a 
passage. That would not do at all. 


Chairman. 

73. Is your proposal that the Government 
should acquire fresh ground in this immediate 
neighbourhood? — I do not say that at all. I 
should think it is quite possible that some of 
these Government offices might be housed in the 
old Royal Hibernian Academy, for instance, be- 
cause it is nearer to the centre of traffic than the 
Custom House. Lower Abbey Street goes 
straight down to the Custom House. The Royal 
Hibernian Academy is much nearer to Sack- 
ville Street, so they would be at least better off 
than they are at present. 


Mr. Charles Shaw. 

74. Can you tell the Committee what the area 
of the present Royal Hibernian Academy is : is 
it a building of one storey or two storeys ? — The 
actual Exhibition rooms are one-storied, but 
the front part of the house — used for living pur- 
poses by the keeper — is, I think, three-storied^ 
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Mr. Cameron. 

To. I understood the witness to propose taking 
the whole of the space allocated for the Board of 
"Yorks. That is 27,500 feet ; hut I may say that 
is calculated on four storeys. If it is to he one 
storey he would want four times that amount. 

Mr. Boland. 

76. What I put to the witness was that 27,500 
feet would be more than sufficient to cover all 
the claims of a Modern Art Gallery and the Royal 
Hibernian Academy. I did not ask him to 
specify exactly how much would he required, 
but only whether that area would be amply 
sufficient. 

Mr. W. M. Lane.'] The 27,500 feet is made up 
of the four floors ; it is not one floor only. If 
27,500 feet were required on one floor you would 
require four times the space allocated to the 
Board of Works. 

Mr. Charles Shaw.] It is entirely a new pro- 
position that the Government should acquire the 
Royal Hibernian Academy and utilise that space 
instead of utilising the newly-acquired space in 
Upper Merrion Street, and therefore that 
prompted my question : what is the floor area of 
the Royal Hibernian Academy ; because if the 
present Royal Hibernian Academy were acquired 
by the Government and pulled down a building of 
four storeys, or any number of storeys, might 
take its place. Therefore I want to know the 
floor area of the Royal Hibernian Academy. 
Perhaps Sir Thomas Drew could tell us. 

Sir Thomas Drew.] It is a very moderate 
superficial area, about 1,600 feet, a small part of 
which is a three-storey building for offices con- 
nected with administration. I should say that 
2,000 superficial feet would be an ample pro- 
vision for the Academy. 

Mr. Cameron.] Might I point out one point to 
the Committee ? Any allocation of the site for 
purposes of a Modern Art Gallery would be be- 
yond the notices for the Bill. This Bill was 
brought in on notice, and the notice is to take 


this land as a site for the proposed Royal Col- 
lege of. Science, “ and Public Offices and build- 
ings required for the public service.” I do not 
think a Modern. Art Gallery would strictly come 
within those words. It is therefore beyond the 
purview of the Bill. 

Witness.] The site of the Scottish Academy 
was provided by Government, and Burlington 
House, in London, was presented by George III. 
I propose that we should collect the money our- 
selves and provide the pictures ourselves, and 
maintain the thing ourselves ; but that the site 
should be provided by Government purely on the 
condition of our doing that. 

Mr. Boland. 

77. As to the suggestion that has been thrown 
out that it would not be possible to do it under 
this Bill, I take it by a slight alteration in 
Clause 8 it would be possible to do it if you made 
it read “ and for such public and other offices, in- 
cluding the Hibernian Academy of Art and a 
Gallery- of Modern Art.” It would be possible 
for this Committee to recommend that a site 
should he granted for a Gallery without any re- 
ference to where the particular site was to he 
given, or any reference to the erection of build- 
ings? — That would he better than nothing, hut 
this particular site happens to be on high ground, 
and is an ideal site in the matter of light and so 
on. I might perhaps point out that most of the 
great artists to-day are Irish, so that there is no 
speculation about the results of this Academy. 

Chairman. 

78. I gather that this Loan Exhibition which 
you referred to was a very good Exhibition? — 
Yes. 

79. And under those circumstances people did 
come in very great numbers to the present site? 
— They all complained of the difficulty of getting 
there, and expressed the hope that another year 
it would be held in another place. 

80. No doubt this site would be .much better r 
— Yery much better. 


Mr. George C. Y. Holmes, re-called. 


Mr. Boland. 

81. I want to ask you about a par t of the plan 
here which is coloured, which apparently has 
not been allocated to specific buildings. You 
said, I think, that something like 12,500 square 
feet were left over outside these appropriations ? 
—Yes. 

82. Does that include this part here running 
fly Kildare Place (; pointing to the plan ) ? — No, it 
it this side {pointing to the plan). 

_ 83. How much would there be in this par- 
ticular place that I am pointing out between 
Kildare Place and tbe proposed College of 
Science? — I should need to reckon that up. 

_ 84. I only want it roughly. Would it he pos- 
sible to allocate part of that site to this proposed 
■^rt Gallery? — No, it would not. This is the 

0.14. 


Mr. Boland — continued. 

width available {pointing to the plan). It would 
be wanted for the extension of the Museum. 
The Museum is already overcrowded and crying 
out for space. It would he wanted not only for 
the extension of the Museum, hut for a passage 
to get an entrance at the back of the College of 
Science, which is very much needed. 

85. You cannot give me an idea of what the 
frontage would be there? — I should say the 
frontage right across there {pointing to the plan) • 
would be about 65 feet ; I should guess that. 
There is a scale attached to the map, I think. 

86. I should he glad if you could give me an • 
expression of opinion' as to whether it would not 
he possible between Kildare Place and the Col- 
lege of Science (allowing a. certain sufficient 

c 2 passage 
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Mr. Bolo.nd — continued, 
passage for approacli to the College of Science) 
to house either the Royal Hibernian Academy or 
to build a Gallery of' Art; do you think there- 
would not he a sufficient space at all there ? — I 
am not sure there would not be sufficient space 
to house the Academy. There would not be 
nearly sufficient space to provide 27,500 feet, 
which is the figure I understood Mr. Lane to ask 
for, for the two things together. 

87. I think perhaps there is a slight misunder- 
standing as to that? — I asked Mr. Lane whether 
the 27,500 feet, which it was suggested should 
be granted to the Board of "W orks, would simply 
cover the Gallery of Art and the Royal Hibernian 
Academy, and he replied “Yes.” I did not ask 
specifically how much would be required for 
either of them. I merely put that figure to him 
as being ample; so that I do not think we need 
take that as the amount of the space required. 
The present Royal Hibernian Academy has got 
1,000 superficial feet we have heard from Sir 
Thomas Drew? — Yes. 

88. Supposing 4,000 square yards were re- 
quired, would it be possible within that space 
[pointing to the plan ) to get that amount? — Yo, 
nothing like it. 

89. Therefore it is utterly impossible with your 
present arangement, the College of Science being 
where it is, to build a Gallery of Modern Art to 
face on Rildare Place?— Quite impossible. 

90. Would it be possible if the College of 
Science were set further back? — Do you mean 
set further in this direction {pointing to the 
plan) ? 


Mr. Boland — continued. 

91. Yes? — It would not be possible to set the 
College of Science further in that direction, be- 
cause the air and light space would be too re- 
stricted. 

92. So that if the Committee agrees to the 
suggestion that has been thrown out, the only 
possible way of building the Art Gallery and 
Royal Hibernian Academy is to have them front- 
ing on Upper Merrion Street? — Yes, on this side. 

93. With regard to the present tenants, I be- 
lieve a number of doctors at present occupy the 
houses there ? — Yes, there are some doctors there. 

94. Can you give me any idea as to when thev 
will be required to leave their houses? — Yen- 
soon, this year. 

95. Are you satisfied that the compensation 
which is to be given to them would be ample? — 
That would be determined by the arbitrators. 

96. You say they will have to leave the houses 
within a year? — Yes, within this year. 

97. You are, of course, aware that it would be 
an important matter for them that a decision 
should be come to quickly, so that they might be 
able to acquire other residences in a similar 
locality? — Yes. 

Sir Thomas Drew.'] Might I be allowed to cor- 
rect a figure I gave just now? I find that the 
figure for the Royal Hibernian Academy is about 
3,000 feet ; it is a very small building. 

Mr. Cameron.] Perhaps now, Sir, I might ask 
Mr. Holmes to give formal proof of the preamble. 

Chairman.] Yes. 


Mr. George C. Y. Holmes, re-called. 


Mr. Cameron. 

98. You have read the Preamble of the Bill ? 
— Yes. 

99. Do you believe the same to be true? — Yes. 

Chairman.] Then we will go through the 
clauses. 

Clauses 1 to 7 were read, and agreed to. 

On Clause S. — Mr. Boland proposed to 
strike out Clause 8, and to substitute the fol- 
lowing clause: — 

“ The Commissioners may (a) erect on such 
lands to be acquired by them under this 
Act, all such buildings, execute all works, 
•and do all such things as may, in their 
opinion, be necessary or proper for providing 
and equipping a Royal College of Science ; 
(b) appropriate part or parts of such lands for 
the extension or erection of other institu- 
tions of Science and of Art, inclusive of a 
Gallery of Modern Art and a Royal Hiber- 
nian Academy of Arts ; (c) appropriate part 
or parts of such lands for the providing of 
sites for, and may erect thereon, all such 
buildings as may be necessary and proper, in 
their opinion, for other public offices.” 

Mr. Boland.] I have changed the clause, be- 
cause I want to make a distinction between the 


Royal College of Science and the public 
offices and the proposed Modern Gallery of Art. 

I do not wish to press this clause, and if the Com- 
mittee is not in favour of a re-arrangement of 
the whole clause, I would be prepared to suggest 
this amendment: — That, after the word “Pub- 
lic,” in line 3S, in the clause as it stands, we 
should add. “ or other offices,” so that it would 
then read, “ For such public or other offices, in- 
cluding a Gallery of Modern Art and a Royal 
Hibernian Academy of Art.” That would enable 
the Gallery of Modern Art and the Royal Hiber- 
nian Academy of Art to be allocated a site on 
this particular part, whereas, under the word 
“ Public,” as it stands, I gather it would not be 
possible to do that. 

Mr. Cameron.] I have pointed out that it is 
beyond the notices for the Bill. 

Chairman.] Besides that technical objection, 
surely, Mr. Boland, you could only do that _bv 
practically removing from the Bill offices which 
it is intended to provide for ? There would not 
be space to keep them and add those which you 
propose. 

Mr. Boland.] Except that some of the offices', 
such as the Board of W orks, which it is proposed 

to 
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to bring down there, might be housed tempo- 
rarily in those braidings until the building of 
the Academy was proceeded with, because I take 
it that when the Royal College of Science is built, 
the existing College of Science will become 
vacant, and it will have to be utilised somehow 
bv the Government. 

Air. Cameron .] That is only held on lease. 

Chairman.'] I think there is a provision in the 
Bill about the whole of the lands rendered vacant 
going into general purposes. The main scope of 
this Bill is undoubtedly to provide for the 
Royal College of Science and for public 
offices; and the area of land taken and the 
amount of money to be provided; those two 
things have been calculated with reference to the 
main object of the Bill. 

AIv. Boland .] I agree that that is so, but, of 
course, considering that this is the most important 
site in Dublin for Art, and that, unless some pro- 
vision is made under this Bill it will be utterly 
impossible in future for a Gallery of Modern Art 
and a Royal Hibernian Academy to be properly 
housed, I desire to give power in this Bill, not 
necessarily at this moment, to build such a Gal- 
lery or to build a Royal Hibernian Academy, but 
to reserve power to allocate a site in the future 
which may not be required, sun-cosing these pub- 
lic offices are housed only for the moment, so to 
speak, and they are not given a permanent occu- 
pation. 

Chairman.'] Your words which you propose 
to introduce, as I understand, would give powers 
to the Commissioners actually to erect buildings 
for this purpose. 

Mr. Boland.] I would be willing to propose 
an amendment that would only allocate a site 
as distinct from the power to erect buildings; 
and, further, I would be prepared to say that if 
such site were not availed of within a year after 
the grant, the right should lapse. 

Chairman.] We have to deal with the matter 
according to the evidence, and I think it has 
been shown pretty clearly on the evidence that 
unless we exclude some of the Public Bodies 
from offices which it is the object of the Bill to 
provide for, there is no room physically for this 
Art Gallery and Academy. 

Mr. Boland.] Except that there is a large 
space of 12,500 feet which was left over, accord- 
ing to the evidence of Mr. Holmes. 

Chairman.] Of course, it is always necessary 
to leave a little bit over, because the architects 
are not appointed yet, and you must leave a 
little margin. 

Mr. Cameron.] One important point which 
the Clerk to the Committee has called my atten- 
tion to is the money resolution — that is, for the 
“ erection and equipment of building under this 
Act.” 


Chairman,.] I think it is clear we cannot put 
in anything not covered by the money clause — 
we cannot do it if it can be shown that the 
money clause was infringed upon. I think 
there are two great difficulties in the way of Mr. 
Boland’s amendments : one is the physical 
limitations and the other the money limitations ; 
but I think Mr. Boland has brought very for- 
cibly before the Committee, and therefore before 
the public, the great desire there is in Dublin 
that some provision should be made at a con- 
venient point for an Ait Gallery. I think that 
should be borne in mind, but I do not see myself 
how this Bill can provide what Mr. Boland 
wants. 

Air. Boland.] Would it be possible to add 
something in the nature of a Rider to our deci- 
sion, to the effect that the Committee recom- 
mends that some site should be granted, or that 
it would be advisable in the early future to ac- 
quire some site? 

Chairman.] The first thing we have to do is 
to report this Bill — that is our principal duty. 
"We may report the Bill with or without Amend- 
ments. As to making such a recommendation 
as Mr. Boland suggests, I should hardly like to 
go into that without having a great deal more 
evidence about it. 

Mr. Boland.] If you think it is difficult to 
insert it I would be willing to withdraw my 
Amendment to this Bill, which I am generally 
extremely in favour of, because I am as sensible 
as anybody of the general advantage of the 
Bill, and 1 am anxious to provide for the Royal 
College of Science ; hut if a recommendation 
could be added that provision should he made 
at an early date for a convenient site upon 
which a Modern Art Gallery and a Royal 
Hibernian Academy could be erected, I should 
be prepared' to withdraw my Amendment. 

Chairman.] I think that is probably very de- 
sirable, but we as a Committee are hardly seized 
of the facts to enable us to express an opinion. 
As regards the question of expense and so on, 
we could not be responsible. All that might be 
matter for subsequent consideration upon 
evidence that might he produced. We have 
not considered this place with all other possible 
sites, and I think a good deal more evidence 
would have to be taken. 

Mr. Charles Shaw.] It might go forward, 
perhaps, that it would be advisable that arrange- 
ments should be entered into whereby the Royal 
Hibernian Academy and the Gallery of Modern 
Art should, if possible, be accommodated ofi the 
lands to be acquired or that were acquired under 
the Bill. I am not saying anything about 
building, but simply the site. 

Chairman.] I think it might go out that the 
question had come before us, and I should not 
mind saying myself that it had been shown to 
be very desirable, if possible, that, at all events, 
a better 
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j, better .site should be found lor housing the 
Royal Hibernian Academy : but I should not 
like to pledge myself :us to the sites upon the 
evidence we nave had before us. I do not think 
we could put anything into the Report. (To 
Mr. Boland.) Do I understand you to withdraw 
your Amendment ? 


Mr. Boland.] Yes. 

Clause 3 was read and agreed to. 

Clauses 9 and 10 were read and agreed to . 

The Chairman was directed to Report the Bill 
as unamended to the House. 
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